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words and music by ERIC CLAP
arranged by RICK HIRSC

s (1 soprano*, 1 alto, 2
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s, 1 bari)
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ptional part for Vocal Soloist (with lyrics)
* substitute Alto 1 part included

IMPROVISED SOLOS: Piano (or optional Flugel)
DURATION: 4-1/2 minutes
LEVEL: Medium
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PROGRAM NOTES

Eric Clapton’s Wonderful Tonight is one of the greatest love songs from the
classic rock era. This arrangement leans into its warm nature with rich
harmonies and lush scoring throughout the winds.

I arranged this to feature the great Pennsylvania-based pianist Steve Rudolph
on my album Pocono Git-Down (Rick Hirsch’s Big Ol’ Band). As you may have
heard on the recording, Steve does not disappoint!

| hope your band and audiences enjoy this music,

Cier theson

REHEARSAL & PERFORMANCE NOTES

e There are many ways to customize this a

o If the pianist is not up to it, Flugelhorn
solo at measure 58.

e Avocalist can sing the |

o If your pianist is less ex e chart at the A Tempo

in measure 23.

es, even if they’re “just long notes.”
able to hear the piano soloist (so they

should build continually throughout the solo

ick H|rsch is a composer, arranger, saxophonist, and educator based in State College, PA. After
music degrees from UMass-Amherst and Northern lllinois Univ., he apprenticed with Bob

nd Toshiko Akiyoshi, serving each as a personal music copyist. Drop Hirsch a line if you have
tions, or if you’d like to tell him about a performance. And be sure to check out much more
music on his website.

www.HirschMusic.com




WONDERFUL TONIGHT

as recorded by Rick Hirsch's BIG OL' BAND

QUBATO" PIANO S0LO

Words and Music by
ERIC CLAPTON
arr. RICK HIRSCH

4
Bp SoreaNo Sax L | s 1
L \d T4 Vin
) T
N 4 2
| A2 A'L
EhALtoSml | fo—r
) T
] 2
X %+ = - = - = -
By TeNoe Sax L [ fs——+
) T
] y
' e
By TeNoe Sax L | s 1
L \d V4 Vin
) T
0 4+ 4
'8 £ L'I.
€h BAOITONE SAX | fo—1
LS—4
N 70 FLOGEL F0R ENTIQE amART —> (02 TRUMPET Witk Bueker MuTe, o2 TouMPET IN STANG)
— A
L4 e
By Toomper L | fs——r
) T
(70 Frogel
CHAKT =—>
8 Toomrer 2 | s 7] = =
L \d V4 Vin
) T
70 FLUGEL F02 ENTIQE CHART >
—E
h Toomeer 5 [ a—r
W) T
70 FLUGEL F02 ENTIZE CHART [
—24
) Toomper & | 05—
LS—4
o4
TeomsoNe L | =247
—4
('\: T lld’.
ToomgoNe L | — L5
—4
F TH A
TeoMeoNe 3 | 57—
%4
o4 — - - = - -
Bass TooMsoNe | 577
= T

NN\

A
"“”“gln‘::;“‘L‘“gS Bomy/A Abwd” GhurC Bow? By  —y
o4y L£re » EVre . £re = frer 2 fre
V0 & T T T T T | — T —1T T T T T T T T T
% b ‘ L T T T o0 — % | == T T T T
yin 3
) T
PiaNe
0 1 2 | . N T — . | .
i === i Sa— N—r ¢ b s
&7 4 e EETAS S e s
ST T T T [ [ [ — T
<y | A T T T T T ]
Bass | b g : : : : : !
Z
o [4 : : : : : |
=== 1 1 1 1 1 |
Z
A T T T T T ]
Peecvssion | 5 1 1 1 1 1 |
L I I I I I 1
7
1 2 3 4 5 6

www.HirschMusic.com

Copyright Renewed « International Copyright Secured All Rights Reserved

Copyright © 1977 by Eric Patrick Clapton
This arrangement © 2026 by Eric Patrick Clapton

Reprinted by Permission of Hal Leonard LLC



WONDERFUL TONIGHT...p.2




WONDERFUL TONIGHT...p.3

A Temeo' ¢=30

Focus oN MELODY (BE LOOSE WITH RHYTHM)...USE LEFT HAND LIGHTLY (IF AT ALL)

g

AbuaT_

1T
i

Pece.

28

27

26

25

24

23



WONDERFUL TONIGHT...p.4

Pece.

34

33

32

31

30

29



WONDERFUL TONIGHT...p.5

Pece.

40

39

38

37

36

35



WONDERFUL TONIGHT...p.6

T M7 N 1T M7 7T
ATh / AN /.ﬂu VN '
= |\ = %+
[ pan 44 44 5] < 7
) e L L) w N % W\\
4 d . N N &
el ol ol ol T T T R SN e, w [N & SHl \ Nl ©
A A [~ LA N [N A | L v ‘N N <+
.l ol ol . A . \ L ta
Vel v olll vl 1 ladd] T N |
« w
o2 2 n N
. . FCEN A N S
Vel el el Vel b Ho H Heo q] o q My SN S ol il
\ \ \ W 3 5 W L L
4 _714\ & TL A TL M = |\ s N _m q
! Sy I * £ [N 2 2 A 1 (-
5 < & a
S ann C T T A 3 y & 3
g g P B =
QHHH [N LYRER SRR ﬁx- a MI- a ﬁ;- a hx. a ey - N| @ m AH- 2 _m o Epe 9
i (] (] ] =) | H S (IR ) B
N { Yo [ Yax Ly 3 / 3 S e —U -x‘|— x
[ _.\0,. — o ﬂ e
vl v el Vel AL R FEE B 2 ¥ _H g
VAT 1AM VAN AT q 8 qQ 8 Ol & T SN 2 S RS | alles (I SR P
| Y { .llg 'llg L YN 9 o 19 19 o N o o
3 w.rxw [ R N \nrxu /
Aol & s . s . e &
b 8 piaES o 8 b 8 1
. . g g N <+
31 o o ot = || N <+
)
A
- S N\
: : d : : : : : 3 \
Ao LS LN o) AT o [ Aol Mo |t N —
N N il N = (] M 7] M|
<|NB < < 1 < |y < 4 < 4 N A @ [N A < = &
€5 5 w
[T i N | & N| & bt
§
S S AL N N N ~
I ({1 ] «*
[ \mxuy \mxuy
R (NIl tNans [ T Mo T Rand ENEll ol L)
55 = [
iR 1 R 0 D ) A i ) R ) R ) A st sh St e SH H e
ol (i N )
BrN - - bpst N
4
Hx%. [ .|
¥ 4 4
e .x;@ -;x;g SI T T T ol SHIA SHiS e
NIt Nist T..AT T..AT NIt Nist n/..A'. n/_AL NIstH N \ NI A/_AT NI NSt NI N NIst- Nist- NIst-
™ /.x% /-;x; TSR =N i A .nu.\ MR AN >/.ruu, (Y} == T
4 - - S = EE.N 0| *.Muw
L Wi o/l i
e a Cl | 3
M. A,F% A.rx; A NI ol i i v Ag.x; A.;x; CYRAN ™ v I} -
N oLl ol AN TRT Y= MW A INCEY AaN ﬁxuu +
o o LHARE L) -
Y o N 3
(YN o oL [ YHR M- TTTe mw [ YaA Rl [ YRR %H Q
s P gaty gaty M e o —id 4 ALy
v#w“/ ﬁvAW_J nvAW_J QVAW_J ﬁv#W? ﬁvAW_J nvAW_J QVAW_J nv#W? () 0y oy, oy nvAW_J nvAW Gl G L L
f 1 f 1 I | S— | S—— | S— r-
% e pe = 3 2 = = x 2 3 < z ¢ ) s 2 g
& 2 E 3 s E E E E & S & < s & = & &
- ©



WONDERFUL TONIGHT...p.7

/ \ e N A e .
>A >ﬂ il >A L) ‘
-ig - -iga T g 3m
.| [\ ik Y e L e e A,;.% ol h
L ™ ) 1 o«
W =r' W r:- W W M Eﬁon Er' o | _—H
g 8 8 g 8 Ll i
Y S| b T b S M S M S| o | N A ol bl || N e
o 3 i A K
2 s {524 .m N o San (S "= o
S 2 Wl 2R 2 N1 I -
g g 3 3 3 3 \
| MOS M S SN SsivM SIvM S M ] |||~
i PO
(VA NS U Yia | _H
-;xv W, [
3| 3 5
[ YAEi DL NHER QL QL 1 O N\N_- = Q —x|| ™
NN <~y
& & & & ~ " =
. g £ I I 3 = = s
o S MY 9 o 3 i G elL < [ 9, < d| 3 |||
& N 3 5 3 3
&
3 .rxu N
ol DL Afyxx, mfyxx / dall DL \ \
Il (Nl s [N\ s N
L\ L\ q | Atv v N =N
3t N RN b / \|
2 ERh _
. : : : : 3 (N = N = ||
oty S G QH b N1 Nt ngd Nt QN Al Q |8
A / I / [ L L L L
o« ffxg /f;x% f-xxx ﬂ frx ...\u
vl
.;x— (' -%— .x;— .;@ N (-
"
N " N\
(YHER (il AR N N VL ViR ' Qlld Vol N ! A N (-
| | ! o
VIR 1S VA RN \ | AT
. . 8 s N 3t N N = ||N — (-
Vel (AN Vel VA VA =N > A
VAN (S vl S v NS T ARS VAR S Nt N Nt N W (N A N W (N (-
8 8 S 8 8§ L L L LT
'l
.r”E < N
= |t NA NA NA NA <9 | N <5
5 =\l =
el AL S1AN AN AL Aﬁ.x; Aorx; L T v (N - Aa;x; \ \
i NIl il Nl L o N o [N
s o/ Y/ (YN A VE LNy [ 1a g btk \ S A TN <= N
o 1N N T 3 3 3 3 = N =
TS N (Ml Ty . . A i 3 3 .
Px. i) o h%. N Nt N Nt ol oL N N = INF=E & SIS
\ \
\ \ \ | W] i M M
\ 4 4 = N = 4
-;u FH FH .xu [ YA [y [y N \ =haN
CL YRR o o (18 Nt N NA| NA| a._.xx N
<A el <l (il (! vl <
. E Y <: < .
.ru ﬁ.xu f.xu Fu Aﬁ.x; (YA, >mfnu. ) S\ WAFF\ W IR N N
(1= VAT X AN o e \ (i (&Y
sl el Nl
( ClH : = -
Vel VL VL v | 2| || [ ¥a 4 [YIN E4N : o
. . . . . 2z 2 -
PN _\ Yy _\ AT A\Th s T T N o 3 o b e O[N] & |4 B 4l
s P gaty gaty M e o —1d 4 ALy
nv#W“/ ﬁvAW_J nvAW_J QVAW_J ﬁv#W? ﬁvAW_J nvAW_J QVAW_J nv#W? () 0y oy, oy nvAW_J nvAW Gl G L L
| f 1 f — —f — T
= e 2 < s 2 = - < 2 = = z ¢ s A g g
3 b g g & g £ £ £ Z z Z & s £ S 2 s

52

51

50

49

48

47



WONDERFUL TONIGHT...p.8

A N

*Tinkwy Soto FiuLs *

@
@

Gbmws)

GbusC)

Gbwma’

—

.P_
£ F
56

Abwa?
Abwa?

o

Abua?

e be

£

Vi

Le

55

£~%

Y\

&

8/

>
54

Bbua!

(Fwe'

mp

mp
53

Bass
Oeums [
Pece.

o B £
il ENl S T Sl q S T T « Nl \ qll \ Nl all K
A A Rl \ ‘ Rl A ' A gaty A gaty Almhu gty Y
nvﬁ_} nvﬁv} nvﬁ_} nvAW_J nvﬁ_} nvﬁ_} nvﬁ_} nvAW_J nvm%_l nn/ n.p/ N mn/
| —
g o - LY = - LSy L -~ - LSy - H .
¥ 02 32 3 & ¢ ¢ E 0 & &g & ¥ 3 Z
x



||LAsrX-0NCUE

[12,3

WONDERFUL TONIGHT...p.9

TAceT 1sT X

PLay % 00 4 X'63 BuiLo Theu Last ENOIN
]

— ()

/ /{ / \””/\ -
) , , m % . E
N (LR Ay o AN A AT = N )
: i Il Al S 3
Ik N T T o7 o7 T .
N A i
3 A -;xu Nt ) T T T NA| N1 N Nt N dhytH
i Iy i i (€
;Rl‘ ;Rl'f Rl‘ ;Rl.' ;WWV
<IN b o 3 b < § < § < 4] < N N T
il = LY LN 'y ' N = [ [
3 "l . . | 2 ER 3
VN IJJ x© ixiv TTTY ‘xx4v [ YN X vl v al < =< o} N <<
g3
g g o ot oo Pan
T T T \] \] \] \J
n N ™ N ™ A Lut.x; [N HREN K YAAS ML AF\ |w_+1
I
ol T (VARR e Al
P\,—.
NA| —~ ™ N NA o m\l;
x./M.\n /7“ br\q
T ) =TT T e ] \?x \o% \o%x [~ < Nl gl
=2
= o~
i i a1 1 f i , 1] , U 3 bR 3
%%.. m%- I AT AN A A AN \ PT)
| ™ 19 T o7 19 9 ™
i i
[ITVRE
-xxg -xxg NA TTe TIT® Wy T NA| ngd N NA \ | Athr\\
L H H H [{
] < o« «
y ) 3 3 (i
2 £ <N 3 M 5 N < <4/ <o < pLL \l 7
E 3 ‘N ~ (YA 14 [ WA [ ~ ~
: H 3 e e ENOE M E;
< s ‘TN e > [T TTTe T, v S (R Vo v < = ¢ N =
| \ ,
.«
x N o N b W
e ) T T o
ol T (VAER e N dgll
1 I i I | A (
R.\."v ;Rl.‘ ;R.\." ;Rl'f ﬁwu
A NN
I
<X
A ® ||| : : ! : = fim o
T e ST aiA e I [NIN qll SHIA @ o i
v \ A [ [ [ [
<
| * ﬂ ’ F = uE <
) Ny 3 IXCTE Y I YaN Aan I 1N * i} @
3 [
/] b 215 b 3 b b B
2Q
S |
Y N < 1T = 5T [ T < T N N N N N (e
] a H o M 5 o/ a o/ a Ho/ A A
i e i S R i SN e Wy
= < o T & A o s
B X xi. Rl m o 5 |7 5 [P < 4 < § U < o < Qo 3
. _q 1) . e . & ' .t..g v v el = < 1l =
- vhHR E N 2SN E N E N vl vl Vol Vel ® @ 4 4 @
S |ns
| | RELY ity ity b —a i

<)

<)

ran
Nl

Sor.

Tor.L
PNo.

It
7
)

Ity
7
0
A
@&
7
{1

£
J
0
14

ol | €5
7

)
.t |l
7

0

X

@&

7

{1
£

J
)

Auto
Tenoe L
TeNoz L

Bael

Tor.%

Tor. 4
ToN. L
ToN. L
ToN. %
Be. ToN

62

@
Q)
61

7

60

59

58

INCREASE INTENSITY ON EACH REPEAT

o
¥
| iD
| 1D

T
1T

Pece.



WONDERFUL TONIGHT...p.10

WAIT

== = == ==
(@LLY
2 N C SRR N C
2
o Clpl /) € C ol ClIP o C adC Clll[0 o Cl||[P & Cl G| i CHINLES s
S
X X A A X
C c
q @e c 0 Q Ga @ C||B (@ (G m,\o CA m\, mzA
>,f¥; A AT
A A.L - 1.1 B i WO 3W
Y o 2| | 1) | #h e AL.I ol ke
Iy 1) e i) L 15
1 g ]
-xxw A8 LIJ
3 N N TIH ! bl || NA - M 3 3 N N ) R bl || NI ke
L I 2 i \ |
[y [y LT _\M (510 Sl (S (5 1Y
m;x;xu m;x;xwﬁ 5 N 5 KX 3 ke
- 2
A S = =\
il ol WL U N N N N S hd A n—M. 0l 1 fm\\\\(ﬁ ]
L N N
AL [YIA il ) [ YRRN v el v ol VAL N o N
-5 = =
= =
\n
N alll il 1) v el Vel i Vil SN e | W 2 |l N
o of
\ | 7
il e
oL il il N\ A 4 N\
w/.m 3\
E; N2 \
N // \ il HIR dv // = / // Ant.% Aﬁ% Ao;% Ao%x N <5 ¢! hHH o N
s v P gaty gaty M e o o M ALy
e <ker <er e <Her <ker <er <Her <Her G G o o ke <l G oy 1 |4l
f \ f \ ’ N Andl \ Nh=alf
= e - b g - = = ! = = “ z ¢ s a8 < g
¥ 0§ 3§ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¢ i i i & & 2 LE
x

66

65

64

63



